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The  Health  Department, 


The  Red  House, 

Castle  Street, 

Barnstaple, 

May,  1939. 


To  the  Chairman  and  Members  of  the 
Barnstaple  Rural  District  Council. 

Gentlemen, 

I beg  to  forward  you  the  report  upon  the 
Public  Health  of  the  Barnstaple  Rural  District  for 
the  year  1938. 

Your  obedient  Servant, 

JOHN  R.  HARPER, 


Medical  Officer  of  Health. 


PiiBlic  3-iealtFi  StafL 

Medical  Officer  of  Health,  Dr.  J.  R.  Harper  (whole  time). 


Chief  Sanitary  Inspector,  Meat  Inspector,  and  Engineer, 

S.  P.  Smith,  A.M.Inst.B.E.,  A.R.S.I.,  M.S.I  A. 

Additional  Sanitary  Inspector,  F.  M.  King,  A.R  S.I.,  M.S.I. A. 

With  Three  Articled  Pupils. 


Social  Conditions. 

The  chief  occupations  of  the  District  are: — 

1.  Agriculture. 

2.  Market  Gardening. 

3.  Catering  for  Visitors. 

The  locality  may  be  regarded  as  purely  non-industrial  and 
employment  is  on  the  whole  steady. 


1 938. 


ANNUAL  REPORT 

Of  the  Medical  Officer  of  Health 

For  the  Barnstaple  Rural  District. 


STATISTICS. 

Area  (acres)  ...  ...  ...  ...  129,346 

Population,  1921  census  ...  ...  ...  19,293 

Population,  1931  census  ...  ...  ...  18,793 

Estimated  resident  population  ot  the  area,  mid- 1938.  18,840 

Rateable  Value  of  the  District  at  the  end  of  1938. 

Sum  represented  by  a Penny  Rate  ,,  ,,  ^383/2/3 

Number  of  inhabited  Houses  at  the  end  of  1938  ...  6,318 


Live  Births. 

VITAL  STATISTICS. 

M. 

F. 

Total. 

Legitimate 

114 

123  1 

249 

Illegitimate 

• • • 6 

6 j 

Still  Births. 

Legitimate 

« • • ^ 

8 1 

13 

Illegitimate 

I 

0 ! 

Birth  Rate  per  1,000  of  the  estimated  resident  population — ^i3'22 

Birth  Kate  per  1,000  for  England  and  Wales — i5’i 

Still  Birth  Rate  per  1,000  total  (live  and  still)  births — 49  62 
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Deaths. 


M. 

F. 

Total. 

123 

1 12 

235 

Death  Rale  per  i,ooo  of  t lie  estimated  resident  population — 1 2^47 

Corrected  Death  Rate  per  1,000  of  the  estimated  resident 
population  ...  ..  ...  ...  960 

Death  Rate  per  1,000  for  England  and  Wales — ii‘6 


Deaths  from  Puerperal  Causes. 


Rate  per  1,000 

Deaths  (live  and  still)  births. 


Puerperal  Sepsis  ...  o 

Other  Puerperal  Causes  o 

Total  ...  -. ..  o 

Deaths  of  Infants  under  one  year  of  agfe 

M.  F. 

Legitimate  ...  6 3 

Illegitimate  ...  o o 


Total. 
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Death  Pate. 

All  Infants  per  1,000  live  births  ...  ...  ...  34'35 

Legitimate  Infants  per  1,000  legitimate  live  births  ...  36  14 

illegitimate  Infants  per  1,000  illegitimate  live  births  — 

All  Infants  per  1,000  live  births  (England  and  Wales)  53 


Deaths  from  Cancer  fall  ages) 

Deatlis  from  Measles  (all  ages) 

Deaths  from  Whooping  Cough  (all  ages) 
Deaths  from  Diarrhoea  (under  2 years) 


30 

2 

...  o 

o 
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Qeneral  Provision  of  d^ealtFi  Services 

in  tFie  d\rea. 


Hospitals. 

1.  Tuberctilosts, 

а.  Tlie  Coiint\’  Council  have  three  Tuberculosis  Hospitals, 
at  Barnstaple,  Exet  er,  and  d'orc]uay  coiuaining  altogether 
io6  beds.  ^ d'hey  have  also  a Sanatorium  at  Flawkmoor 
containing  114  beds,  a recent  extension  to  which  was 
opened  a few  weeks  ago  by  the  Minister  of  Health. 

riie  Hawley  Sanatorium,  which  is  situated  in  the 
Borough  of  Barnstaple,  has  28  beds,  ddiis  Sanatorium 
has  been  functioning  for  over  20  veais  and  fulfils  a great 
need  in  the  North  Devon  Area.  Idle  Medical  Officei' in 
charge  is  Dr.  Dixey. 

б.  For  several  years  the  County  Council  have  established  a 
Preventorium  or  Home  for  delicate  children  at  Sydney 
House,  Torrington,  which  contains  48  beds.  The 
patients  are  admitted  on  the  recommendations  of  the 
Tuberculosis  Ofificers  and  School  Medical  Inspectors. 
For  the  general  education  of  the  children  two  teachers 
are  employed  and  a special  instructress  has  been  engaged 
to  teach  Margaret  Mon  is  dancing.  Dr.  McMillan, 
Tuberculosis  Officer,  is  the  Medical  Officer. 

2.  Maternity  Care. 

The  North  Devon  Infirmary  has  a Maternity  Depart- 
ment consisting  of  a lying-in  ward  of  six  beds,  a labour 
ward  of  one  bed,  and  a complete  separate  sanitary 
annexe. 

The  department  is  under  the  care  of  a sister  and  a nurse, 
each  holding  the  C.M.B.  certificate,  and  one  pi  obationer, 
a trained  Nurse  is  on  duty  at  night  in  the  ward. 

The  Devon  County  Council  have  made  airangements 
wdth  the  hospital  for  the  admission  of  women  in  the  area 
requiring  Maternity  Treatment  and  care  undei  ceitain 
conditions  : — 

Those  found  to  have  some  abnormal 
condition. 
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h.  Tliose  having  unsuilable  accommo- 
dation for  coiifmement  in  their  own 
homes. 

c.  Those  suffering  from  puerperal  fever, 
or  jn’rexia. 

Of  the  143  cases  admitted  into  tlie  Hospital  during  the 
last  year,  77  were  sent  in  by  the  County  of  which  42 
were  emeigency  cases,  d'heie  were  no  maternal  deaths, 
d'he  County  Council  also  provide  in  necessitous  cases 
Consultant  Services,  Home  flelps,  and  Maternity  Outfits. 
'I'he  average  stay  }')er  mother  iii  the  hospital  was  155 
days. 

j 


In  order  to  deal  with  the  increasing  demands  made  upon 
hospital  service,  the  Governors  aie  contemplating  the 
enlargement  of  the  maternity  department. 

Ante  Natal  Clinic.  There  is  an  ante  natal  clinic  at  the 
hospital,  at  which  82  mothers  attended  with  a total  of 
^95  attendances. 


3.  Isolation  of  Infectious  Disease. 

The  Bidcford  and  District  Fever  Hospital  is  situated 
just  outside  Bideford  Borough.  It  is  of  l ecent  construc- 
tion, and  exceedingly  well  equipped  in  every  way  for  the 
treatment  of  Infectious  Disease. 

It  comprises  30  beds,  4 cots,  and  6 observation  cubicles, 
which  are  situated  in  three  separate  blocks. 

The  Visiting  Medical  Officer  is  Dr.  Ellis  Pearson,  and 
there  is  an  adequate,  and  well  tiained  staff  with  a matron 
in  charge. 

During  the  year  18  cases  were  admitted  from  the 
Barnstaple  Rural  District. 


4.  Smallpox. 

Any  case  of  Smallpox  that  may  arise  in  this  area  will  be 
treated  in  the  Smallpox  Hospital  of  the  Devon  County 
Council. 
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5.  General. 


For  General  Medical  and  Snrfjical  treatment  the  North 
Devon  Inlirmary  sel  ves  the  District  exliemely  well. 

Recommends  are  no  longer  required,  but  application  for 
admission  must  in  all  cases  be  accompanied  by  a Doctor’s 
letter. 

It  is  recognised  as  a training  centie  for  the  Nursing 
Profession  and  contains  from  70  to  80  beds. 

Clinics  and  Treatment  Centres. 

Tlie  Tuberculosis  and  Venereal  Clinics  have  been 
established  at  the  North  Devon  Infirmary  where 
completely  new  Clinics  have  been  erected.  They  are  in 
the  charge  of  Dr.  McMillan,  Tuberculosis  Officer,  and 
Dr.  K.  W.  C.  Sanders. 

Professional  Nursing  in  the  flome. 

The  majority  of  our  parishes  have  the  very  great 
advantage  of  the  services  of  District  Nurses.  It  is,  how- 
ever, unfortunate  that  there  are  still  some  without  a 
Nurse’s  services. 


Midwives. 

Midwives  are  practising  in  the  following  Parishes  : — 

Bishop’s  Tawton,  Bratton  Fleming,  Braunton,  Brendon, 
Combe  Martin,  Fremington,  Georgeham,  Landke}^ 
Marwood,  Parracombe,  and  Tawstock. 

Laboratory  Facilities. 

The  Public  Health  Service  of  the  Devon  County 
Council  has  a bacteriological  laboratory  established  at  7, 
Dix’s  Field,  Exeter,  in  charge  of  Dr.  T.  Lawson 
McEwan,  b.sc.  (Hons.),  F.i.c.,  m.b..  ch.B.  (Hons.) 

This  laboratory  is  completely  installed  with  the  necessary 
equipment  for  bacteriological  investigations  of  all  kinds. 
Its  diagnostic  and  consultative  services  are  available  for 
all  patients  suffering  from  communicable  diseases  who 
are  t orn  lack  of  means,  unable  to  afford  the  necessary 
expense  of  having  such  skilled  assistance. 
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'Phis  sei  vice  is  exti  einely  valuctble  and  lias  been  widely 
used  l b loiighout  our  distiict  by  medical  praclitioners. 


The  laboiatoiy  also  undertakes  the  analysis  of  drinking 
water  and  milk,  and  the  examination  tor  tubeicle  in 
milk,  buttci,  and  cream. 


I'he  particulars  of  samples  submitted  will  be  found  in 
the  Sanitary  Inspector’s  refiort. 


Disinfection  of  Infected  Bedding  and  Clothing. 

By  arrangement  with  the  Barnstaple  d'own  Council  all 
infected  bedding  and  clothing  can  be  disinfected  in  their 
steam  disinfector. 


Ambulance  Facilities. 

There  is  a St  John  Ambulance  stationed  at  Barnstaple 
which  serves  the  greater  part  of  the  Rural  District. 


d'he  Lynton  St.  John  Ambulance  serves  the  part  of  the 
area  immediatelv  surrounding  Lynton  and  Lynmoulh, 
including  Brendon,  Countisbury  and  Martinhoe. 

d'he  Combe  ?vlartin  St.  John  Ambulance  sei  ves  Combe 
Maitin,  Berrynarbor,  Kentisbury,  'rrentishoe  and 
poi  lions  of  other  parishes  immediately  adjacent  to  these. 

d'heie  is  an  ambulance  stationed  at  the  Isolation 
Hospital,  Bideford,  which  serves  the  whole  of  the 
Bainstaple  Rural  Area,  for  the  removal  to  hospital  of 
cases  of  Infectious  Diseases  only. 


lO 


prevalence  of  S^niectious  Disease. 


The  following  Table  gives  a list  of  infectious  diseases 
i.5olified  during  the  year,  together  with  a distribution  of  cases. 


Scarlet  Fever.  23  cases  were 

parishes  : — 

Atherington 

Georgehain 

Goodleigh 

Loxhore 

Mar  wood 

Mortehoe 

Swimbiidge 

West  Down 

Westleigh 


notified  from  the  following 

•9-9  • 9 • X 

. . . o . . « . 2 

> • • • X 

• • 2 

• 9 « -0  9 « -9  9 2 

9 9 •'e*  •99  ^ 

'•9  #«•  2 

. 9 9 9 9 9 ..  I 

99  9*09  «»9  ^ 


i^neumonla.  Total  number  of  cases  24. 


Arlington 

Be  rryn  arbor 

Bratton  Fleming 

Braunton 

Combe  Martin 

East  Down 

George  ham 

Goodleigh 

Landkey 

Loxhore 

Marwood 

Swimbridge 

Tawstock 

Wes+leigh 


1 

3 

6 

2 

I 

I 

1 

2 

I 

1 

2 

j 

i 
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Erysipelas.  5 cases  were  notified  as  under. 

Ashford 
Combe  Martin 
Georgeham 
Newton  Tracey 
Shirwell 


r 

r 

I 

I 

I 


Dysentery.  Total  number  of  cases  notified  4. 

Rraunton 

Fremington 

Georgeham 

Landkey 


I 

I 

I 

I 


Puerperal  Pyrexia,  i case  was  notified  from  the  parish 

of  West  Down. 


Opthalmia  Neonatorum,  i case  at  Braunton. 

Anterior  Poliomylitis.  i case  occured  at  Bishop^s  Tawton. 

Total  Number  of  Cases  admitted  Total 


Disease. 

Cases  notified. 

to  Hospital. 

Deaths, 

Scarlet  Fever 

23 

H 

0 

Diphtheria 

0 

0 

0 

Puerperal  Pyrexia 

I 

0 

0 

Pneumonia 

24 

0 

8 

Dysentery 

4 

0 

0 

Erysipelas 

5 

I 

0 

Opthalmia  Neonatorum 

I 

0 

0 

Anterior  Poliomylitis 

I 

I 

0 

Totals 

59 

16 

8 

12 


Age  Periods. 


Under 

1 year 

1-5 

5-10 

AGES. 

10-15 

15-20 

20-25 

25-65 

Over 

65 

Total 

Scarlet  Fever 

0 

7 

7 

4 

0 

2 

3 

0 

23 

Diphtheria 

0 

0 

0 

0 

0 

0 

0 

0 

0 

Puerperal 

Pyrexia 

0 

0 

0 

0 

0 

I 

0 

0 

I 

Pneumonia 

I 

7 

0 

0 

2 

2 

9 

3 

24 

Dysentery 

0 

0 

0 

0 

I 

0 

2 

I 

4 

Erysipelas 

0 

I 

0 

0 

0 

0 

3 

T 

A. 

5 

Opthalmia 

Neonatorum 

I 

0 

0 

0 

0 

0 

0 

0 

I 

Anterior 

Poliomylitis 

0 

I 

0 

0 

G 

0 

0 

0 

I 

59 


^uBerculosis. 

Tlie  iiuQiber  of  cases  of  Tuberculosis  remaining  on  the 
register  on  December  31st.  1938,  was  as  follows  : — 


a.  PLilmonary, 


Males  ...  ...  41 

Females  ...  ...  34 

75 


b.  Non-Pulmonary  Males  .,. 

Females 


16 

16 


Total  cases  on  the  register,  Dec.  31st,  1938 
o -»►  n 1?  ))  n ^937 


107 

112 
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1.  New  Cases. 


During  the  year  14  fresh  cases  of  Tuberculosis  were 


notified  in  accordance  with  the 

regulation  : 

a.  Pulmonary 

Males 

• » • • • • 

6 

Females 

4 

6.  Non-Pulmonary 

Males  ... 

• • • • • * 

10 

I 

Females 

• • • • • • 

3 

TOTAL 

The  following  are  the  notifications  for  the  last  five 

4 

14 

years 

Pulmonary. 

Non-  Pulmonary. 

Total 

3 934 

23 

1 1 

34 

1935 

12 

4 

16 

1936 

1 1 

0 

1 1 

1937 

13 

5 

18 

1938 

10 

4 

H 

2.  Age  Periods  (new 

cases). 

Pulmonary.  Non-Pulmonary 

M. 

F.  M. 

F. 

Under  i year 

0 

0 0 

0 

I to  5 years 

0 

0 0 

0 

5 to  10  }ears 

0 

0 0 

0 

10  10  15  years 

0 

0 1 

2 

15  to  25  years 

0 

3 0 

I 

25  to  35  years 

I 

1 0 

0 

35  to  45  years 

2 

0 0 

0 

45  to  55  years 

2 

0 0 

0 

55  to  65  years 

0 

0 0 

0 

65  and  over 

I 

0 0 

0 

6 

4 I 

3 
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3.  Organs  Affected. 

Lungs  lo,  Meningeal  Tuberculosis  i,  Glands  of  Neck  2, 
Tubercular  Pieuiisy  i. 

4.  Distribution  of  Cases. 

Cases  were  notified  from  the  following  Parishes  : 
Ashford  i,  Berr3’riarbor  i,  Braunton  3,  Combe  Martin  i, 
Landkey  f,  Martinhoe  i,  Mar  wood  i,  Parracombe 
Swimbridge  2,  Tawstock  i,  West  Down  s. 

5.  Social  Position. 

Housewives  3,  Domestic  i,  School  3,  Labourers  2,  Car- 
penter I,  Stoneman  i,  Generahhelp  in  hotal  i,  Various  2. 


"Plorialiig  frons  tuberculosis, 

dotal  deaths  7 (Respiratory  7,  Non-Respiratory  o). 

The  deaths  occurred  in  the  following  Parishes  : 

Braunton  2,  Brendoa  i,  Mortehoe  2,  Pilton  West  i,  West 
Down  I. 


Age  Periods  (Deaths).. 


Under  i year 

Respii 

M. 

0 

atory. 

F. 

0 

Non -Respii 

M. 

0 

ator^^ 

F. 

0 

I to  5 years 

» . . 

0 

0 

0 

0 

5 to  10  years 

0 

0 

0 

0 

lo  to  15  years 

0 

0 

0 

0 

15  to  25  years 

I 

0 

0 

0 

25  to  35  years 

0 

2 

0 

0 

35  to  45  years 

I 

0 

0 

O' 

45  55  years 

3 

0 

0 

0 

55  to  65  years 

0 

0 

D 

0 

65  and  over 

0 

0 

0 

0 

5 

2 

0 

0 
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^Fie  Rousing  {Tliical  lUorF^ers)  :/{cts, 

1926  and  1951, 

Under  these  Acts,  the  Devon  County  Council  are 
authorised  to  make  grants  and  loans  towards  the  reconditioning 
of  cottages  to  be  used  by  persons  who  can  come  under  the 
condition  of  a rural  worker  and  whose  income  corresponds  with 
that  of  an  agricultural  worker. 

The  grant  made  by  the  Council  is  equivalent  to  two-thirds 
of  the  total  sum  spent  in  the  recouditiouiug,  in  no  case  can  the 
grant  exceed  £ioo. 

The  reconditioning  must  be  in  accordance  with  the 
standard  adopted  by  the  committee  and  the  tenancy  of  the 
cottage  is  controlled  for  20  years. 

The  Act  has  been  extended  by  the  IMiuistei'  of  Health  for 
a further  period,  ending  on  September  301  h,  1942,  An  estimate 
of;^i5,ooo  for  the  reconditioning  of  a further  150  dwellings 
during  the  present  year  has  been  sanctioned  by  the  County 
Council.  One  half  of  the  loan  charges  are  defrayed  by  the 
Ministry. 

This  Act  remains  an  economic  method  of  providing 
suitable  houses  for  the  working  classes  in  rural  and  small  urban 
districts,  saving  the  larger  cost  to  the  public  funds  which  would 
be  otherwise  necessary  for  the  piovision  of  new  houses. 

The  Barnstaple  Rural  District  have  very  fully  taken 
advantage  of  these  Acts. 

Districts  from  which  approved  applications  were 
received  : — 

Rural.  Barnstaple  284,  Tiverton,  including  Bampton  and 
Culrnstock  206,  Torrington  175,  Okehampton  166, 
South  Molton  loi,  Crediton  98,  St,  Thomas  92, 
Honiton  91,  Newton  Abbot  108,  Holsworthy  75, 
Bideford  63,  Axminster  70,  Tavistock  49,  Totnes  56, 
Kingsbridge  32,  Plympton  22,  Broad  wood  widger  li. 

Urban, 


Great  Torrington  131,  Northam  30,  Brixham  20. 
Buckfastleigh  15,  Okehampton  8,  Holsworthy  7, 
Axminster  9,  Sidmouth  i,  Ashburton  4,  Honiton  4, 
Ilfracombe  3,  Totnes  3,  Bideford  3,  Paignton  3, 
Barnstaple  2,  Dartmouth  2,  Tavistock  i,  Tiverton  i, 
Crediton  2. 
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Causes  of  Death  during  the  Year  1938. 


Causes  of  Death. 

M. 

F. 

Typhoid  and  Paratyphoid  Fevers 

0 

0 

Meades 

1 

1 

Scarlet  Fever 

0 

0 

Whooping  Cough  ... 

0 

0 

Diphtheria 

0 

0 

Influenza 

3 

2 

Encephalitis  Lothargica 

0 

0 

Cerebro-Spinal  Fever 

0 

0 

Tuberculosis  of  Respiratory  System 

6 

2 

Other  Tuberculous  Diseases  ... 

0 

0 

Syphilis 

0 

0 

General  Paralysis  of  the  Insane,  Tabes  Dorsalis 

1 

0 

Cancer  ...  ...  ,,, 

10 

20 

Diabetes  ...  ...  ... 

2 

5 

Cerebral  Haemorrhage,  &c. 

4 

2 

Heart  Disease  ...  ... 

29 

26 

Aneurysm 

0 

0 

Other  Circulatory  Diseases 

27 

18 

Bronchitis 

5 

3 

Puenmonia  (all  forms) 

4 

4 

Other  Respiratory  Diseases  ... 

0 

1 

Peptic  Ulcer 

0 

0 

Diarrhoea,  &c.  (under  2 years) 

0 

0 

Appendicitis 

1 

0 

Cirrhosis  of  Liver  ... 

0 

0 

Other  Liver  Diseases 

0 

2 

Other  Digestive  Diseases 

2 

3 

Acute  and  Chronic  Nephritis  ... 

4 

2 

Puerperal  Sepsis 

0 

0 

Other  Puerperal  Causes 

Congential  Debility,  Premature  Birth,  ( 
Malformations,  &c.  ...  I 

0 

6 

0 

3 

Senility 

2 

7 

Suicide 

4 

1 

Other  Violence 

6 

4 

Other  Defined  Diseases 

7 

6 

Causes  Ill-Defined  or  Unknown 

0 

0 

Diarrhoea 

0 

0 

Small-Pox 

0 

0 

Poliomylitis 

0 

0 

Polioencephalitis 

0 

0 

All  Causes 

Total  Deaths  ...  ...  235 

123 

112 
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ANNUAL  REPORT 

OF  THE  Chief  Sanitary  Inspector,  Enginneer 
AND  Building  Surveyor. 


The  Red  House, 

Castle  Street, 

Barnstaple, 

May,  1039- 


To  the  Chairman  and  Members  of  the 
Barnstaple  Rural  District  Council- 

Gentlemen, 

I beg  to  present  my  second  Annual  Report  and 
Summary  of  work  carried  out  for  the  year  ending  31st 
Decem.ber,  1938- 

General , 

fhe  area  of  the  Rural  District  is  129,346  acres,  or 
rodghly  200  square  miles,  and  has  an  estimated  resident 
population  of  18,840.  Owing  to  the  increasing  popularit}^  of 
the  beautiful  country  and  coast  for  which  N.  Devon  is 
famous,  the  summer  population  is  approximately  twice  that 
of  the  normal  population. 

This  fact  in  itself  is  sufficient  to  indicate  the  strain  to 
v/hich  the  various  water  undertakings-  designed  for  normal 
needs— are  subjected;  how  sanitary  conditions  generally  be- 
come ver}'  bad  in  those  Parishes  where  there  is  not  sufficient 
water  for  normal  needs,  or  where  there  are  no  public  supplies- 

Ivealizing  this,  the  Council  has,  during  the  past  j^ear, 
made  progress  with  the  various  proposals  dealing  with  water 
supplies  and  general  sanitation  in  various  Parishes.  It  is 
only  right  to  state,  however,  that  there  is  still  a very  great 
deal  to  do,  and  reference  to  the  list  printed  under  the  heading 
“Sanitary  Circumstances  of  the  Area”  will  indicate  those 
Parishes  vvdiere  conditions  are  not  satisfactory. 
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Sanimcg  Clrcumstanices  of  tFie  :fkvea 


I’arish.  Water  upplies. 

Arlington. 

No  Public  Scheme. 
Wells  and  gravitation 
supplies  privately 
owned. 

Ashford. 

As  above  at  present. 

Atherington, 

No  Public  Scheme. 
Council  owns  one 
pump  and  well. 

Berrynarbor. 

No  Public  Supply  A 
large  portion  of 
village  is  supplied 
from  privately  owned 
supplies  which  are 
inadequate.  New 
scheme  in  course  of 
preparation. 

Bishops  Tawton. 

The  village  is  served 
by  2 public  supplies. 

(1)  Barnstaple  Water 

Co. 

(2)  Parish  Supply. 
Bittadon. 

No  Public  Scheme. 
Wells,  etc.  privately 
owned. 


Population. 
1931  Eftimated 
Sewerage.  Census.  Summer 

No  Public  Scheme. 

Drainage  disposed  159  210 

of  by  septic  tanks 
or  soakway  pits. 


As  above.  152  193 


As  above  443  492 


No  Public  Scheme. 

Several  owners  have 
combined  to  provide  561  1560 

three  combined 
schemes  to  privately 
owned  disposal  works. 


The  village  has  a 

sewerage  scheme 

with  2 outfalls,  one  827  993 

being  unsatisfactory. 


No  Public  Scheme. 

Drainage  disposed  31  75 

of  by  owners. 


Bratton  Fleming. 

A new  Scheme  has  A new  sewerage 

recently  been  com-  scheme  has  just  442  659 

pleted.  been  completed. 
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Parish. 


Water  Supplies, 


Sewerage, 


Population  . 
1931  tis  iinated 
Census.  Su  miner. 


Braunton. 

Public  Supplies  iu 
villat^e  from  2 reser- 
voirs. Additional 
supplies  required. 


Brendon. 

No  public  supply. 
Wells,  etc.  priva,te'ly 
owned. 

Challacombe.  As  above. 

Combe  Martin. 

Public  pipe  supply  in 
village.  Additional 
water  supplies  needed 
to  augment  present 
supplies. 

COUNTISBURY. 

Portion  adjoining 
Lynmouth  served  by 
Lynton  Water  Co. 
satisfactory.  Village 
supplied  by  wells ; 
suppp^  precarious  in 
drv  times. 

East  Down. 

One  public  well.  No 
public  supply. 

Fremington. 

Fremington  and 
Bickington  Villages 
supplied  by  The  Barn- 
staple Water  Co. 
Remainder  by  private 
wells. 


Public  Scheme  in 

village  being  re- 
vised at  outfall. 

3019 

G920 

New  tanking  system 
being  designed. 

No  public  drainage 
scheme. 

283 

041 

As  above. 

181 

246 

Public  Scheme  in 
village  quite  satis- 
factory. 

1920 

5111 

Portion  adjoining 
Lynmouth  has  a 
sewerage  scheme,  317  515 

with  Sea  Outfall. 

Satisfactory. 


No  sewerage  scheme. 

Mainly  pails.  249  312 


Consulting  Engineers 

have  the  question 

of  a comprehensive 

scheme  for  Picking-  1172  2300 

ton  in  hand  which 

has  been  approved 

by  IMinistry. 
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Parish.  Water  Supplies. 

Georgeham. 

Public  piped  supply 
proposed  from  Sprea- 
combe.  Preliminary 
details  have  been 
submitted  to  the 
Council. 


Goodleigh. 

Supply  obtained  in 
Village  from  three 
Public  Wells.  Pro- 
posal for  public 
supply  to  be  made 
during  summer. 

Heanton  Punchardon. 

No  Public  Supply. 


High  Bray. 

No  Public  Supply. 

Horwood. 

No  Public  Supply. 

Instow. 

Supplied  by  Barn- 
staple Water  Co. 


Kentisbury. 

No  Public  Supply. 


I’opulation. 
1931  Estimated 
Sewerage.  Census.  Summer 

Georgeham  Village. 

Sewerage  Scheme 
with  an  unsatis- 
factory outfall.  834  2612 

Croyde  Village. 

No  Sewerage  Scheme. 

Consulting  Engineers 
are  getting  out  Scheme, 


No  Sewerage  Scheme. 
Mainly  pails.  Sewer- 


age  Scheme  to  be 
put  before  Council 
during  1939, 

223 

306 

No  Sewerage  Scheme 
Mainly  pails. 

369 

401 

As  above. 

175 

225 

As  above. 

68 

75 

Sewerage  Scheme 
v/ith  outfall  in  tidal 
river. 

646 

1630 

No  Sewerage  Scheme 

290 

368 

Mainly  pails. 


Landkey. 

No  Public  Supply.  Portion  of  village 

Recent  examination  served  by  Sewer, 

of  water  from  private  though  one  is  re-  558  674 

v/ells  unsatisfactory,  quired  for  the  re- 

A pipe  supply  is  mainder. 

ne(mssarv. 
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Parish. 


Wafrr  Supplies. 


Population. 
1931  Kstimaled 
Census.  Summ  e j 


Loxkore. 

No  Public  Supply. 

Martin  HOE. 

As  above. 

Marwood. 

Water  Scheme  now 
being  constructed. 

Mortehoe. 

Villages  of  Mortehoe 
and  Woolacombe 
served  by  Ilfracombe 
Water  Co. 


Newton  Tracey. 

No  Public  Supply. 


Parracombe. 

Portion  of  village 
served  by  privately 
owned  piped  supply. 


Shirwell. 

One  public  well, 
others  privatel}/ 
owned.  Public  Supply 
necessary. 


Sewerage. 


No  Sewerage  Scheme. 

168 

191 

As  above. 

175 

326 

As  above. 

612 

691 

Mainly  pail  closets. 

In  both  villages 
there  is  a sewerage 
scheme  which  has  1164  4310 

been  brought  up-to- 
date,  the  outfalls 
being  entirely  recon- 
structed. 


No  Sewerage  Scheme.  110  126 

Mainly  pail  closets. 


Details  of  proposed 
sewerage  scheme 
submitted  to  Minis-  329  491 

try  enquiry  in 
March,  1939. 


No  Sewerage  Scheme.  294  361 

Mainly  pail  closets. 


Stoke  Rivers. 

One  public  well.  As  above.  154  169 

others  privately 

owned. 
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I’arish.  Wafet  StipplieiJ. 

SWIMBRIDGE. 

Public  supply  to  5 
stand  pipes.  Supply 
should  be  extended 
when  arrangements 
can  be  made  to  pur- 
chase from  owners  of 
water  rights. 

TawsTock. 

Existing.  Portion 
adjoining  Bartistaple 
Borough  served 
Barnstaple  Water  Co. 
There  is  also  supply 
to  villages  by  stand 
pipes. 


TrentishoE. 

No  Public  Supply. 
Private  wells  Only. 

West  Down. 

Three  public  wells 
and  others  privately 
owned.  Scheme 
urgently  required. 


WestleIgh. 

Public  and  private 
wells.  Not  satisfac- 
tory. Public  supply 
necessary. 

West  Pilton. 

No  public  supply  at 
present. 


Topiiiation. 

193  Estimated 
Sewerage.  Census.  Summer. 

There  is  a sewerage 
scheme  for  the  vil- 
lage, and  the  outfall  961  1220 

length  has  been  re- 
constructed. 


Rele  Manor  Portion. 

Scheme  has  been 
prepared  to  provide 
sewer  to  connect  to 
Fremington. 

Jnbilee  Estate.  This  8l9  1010 

estate  has  been 
sewered  and  is 
linked  up  with  the 
Barnstaple  Borough 
sewerage  System. 

Pail  closets.  bO  150 


There  is  a seweragO 
scheme  for  this  vil- 
lage. Outfall,  how- 
ever, is  very  unSat-  473  780 

isfactory.  Works 
are  designed,  but 
await  water  schemev 


There  is  a sewerage 

scheme  with  outfall  403  479 

in  tidal  river. 


No  Sewerage  Scheme.  160  200 

Mainly  pail  closets. 
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lOafer. 


iiraunton. 

Diirine:  11)38  the  s\"stem  has  been  further  extended  to 
some  new  building  sites  and  32  new  connections  liave  been 
made.  The  highest  recorded  consumption  during  the  year 
was  lOD.OdO  gallons,  of  water  on  June  2Gth  and  the  lowest 
on  November  23rd  was  62,000  gallons. 

The  average  daily  consumption  throughout  June  and 
July  was  94,000  gallons,  and  during  this  time  the  v/ater  level 
in  the  high  level  reservoir  dropped  18  inches.  Provisional 
arrangements  were  made  for  the  temporary  augmentation  of 
the  supplies  but  fortunately  it  was  not  necessary  to  put  these 
into  operation.  A scheme  is  beiug  prepared  for  augmenting 
the  Braunton  supplies  in  addition  to  supplying  other  adjacent 
Parishes. 

Samples  of  water  have  been  taken  from  the  reservoir 
and  from  the  mains  during  the  year  and  were  reported  on  b\^ 
the  County  Bacteriologist  as  satisfactory. 


Bratton  Flemmg. 

The  new  water  scheme  for  this  parish  was  put  into 
operation  during  the  3^ear,  and  the  water  at  present  being 
supplied  is  from  Cross  Park.  Castle  Moor  supply  is  not  being 
used  at  the  moment  owing  to  the  fact  that  agreement  with 
Parishoners  regarding  certain  water  rights  has  not  yet  been 
reached. 


35  connections  have  been  made  to  the  system  during 
the  year. 


Combe  Martm. 

It  will  be  remembered  that  in  the  last  annual  report  I 
called  attention  to  the  high  consumption  of  Vv^ater  per  head 
of  population.  Steps  were  taken,  during  the  past  year,  to 
ensure  that  no  wastage  occured  in  domestic  or  public  usage, 
and  the  s\'stem  was  examined  for  leakages.  As  a result,  the 
peak  consumption  in  1938  was  98,000  gallons,  on  August  the 
4th  as  compared  with  118,300  gallons,  on  8th  August,  1937. 

During  the  year  37  new  connections  were  made  to  the 
system. 
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Plans  and  details  for  augmenting  the  Combe  Martin 
supplies  from  the  Sterridge  Valley  scheme  are  being  proceeded 
with  as  expeditions!}^  as  possible. 


Berryearbor. 

The  village  of  Berrvnarbor  is  definitely  short  of  water 
especially  during  the  summer  months,  when  the  existing 
supplies  are  greatly  reduced.  The  position,  however,  cannot 
be  remedied  until  the  Sterridge  Valle}/  Water  Scheme  is  in 
operation. 

This  scheme,  which  is  designed  to  deal  with  the  water 
needs  of  Berrynarbor  and  Combe  Martin,  has  been  reported 
on  several  times  during  the  year,  and  Mr.  Raffety,  a Con- 
sulting Engineer  has  reported  on  the  practicabilit}/  of  the 
scheme.  It  is  hoped  that  consideration  of  the  scheme  in  its 
final  form  will  result  in  the  Coimcirs  approval,  when  it  can 
be  proceeded  with. 


Georgeham  anil  Crcjyde. 

A scheme  for  supplving  Georgeham  and  Croyde,  as  well 
as  many  other  small  villages,  and  the  augmentation  of  the 
Braunton  supplies,  was  placed  before  the  Council  during  the 
year.  The  scheme,  which  provides  for  pumping  water  from 
springs  in  Spreacom.be  Valley  to  a reservoir  on  Buckland 
Down  is  designed  to  provide  100,000  gallons  of  water  per 
day  to  the  areas  concerned.  The  Council's  approval  to  the 
scheme  was  obtained  but  it  was  recommended  that  efforts  be 
made  to  reduce  the  cost  as  far  as  possible,  and  am_endments 
are  being  made  to  effect  this  without  affecting  the  general 
utility  and  efficiency  of  the  proposal. 

It  is  hoped  that  authority  to  proceed  will  be  given  to  a 
slightly  amended  scheme  which  will  be  placed  befoie  the 
Council  during  1939. 


Goodleigh. 

Complaints  were  made  during  the  year  relative  to  the 
water  shortage,  and  instructions  were  given  to  investigate 
the  position  and  report. 
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It  IS  apparent  however  that  S(jme  scheme  for  providing' 
an  adequate  supply  of  water  to  the  village,  will  have  to  be 
formulated.  The  exi.sting  supplies  are  from  2 public  pumps 
and  1 1 private  wells,  which  in  the  summer  supply  insufficient 
water  for  the  needs  of  the  Parishioners.  Certain  spring, 
supplies  are  being  examined  and  gaugings  taken,  and  a 
report  on  the  possihility  of  a piped  suppiy  will  be  made 
during  1939, 


Marwood,  Milltoivn. 

A Ministry  of  Health  enquiry  into  the  Milltown  Water 
scheme  w^as  held  on  the  1 5th  June,  1938,  and  approval  of 
the  Ministry  to  the  scheme  was  obtained.  The  scheme  will 
ready  to  put  out  for  tender  early  in  1939  and  the  wmrk 
should  be  completed  l^efo're  mid-summer. 


Shirwell. 

Complaints  from  Parishioners  relative  to  water  short- 
age were  prevalent  during  the  year,  and  the  Council  gave 
instructions  that  an  investigation  and  report  into  the  position 
was  to  be  made.  The  existing  supplies  have  been  examined 
and  it  is  clear  that  a piped  supply  is  necessary.  Alternative 
schemes  for  providing  such  a supply  will  be  laid  before  the 
Council  early  in  1939, 


Swimbridge  and  Landkey. 

The  position  in  both  these  Parishes  is  still  as  reported 
last  year. 


West  Down. 

The  question  of  a suitable  suppl^^  of  water  for  West 
Down  has  been  considered  several  times  during  the  past  year, 
and  preference  was  given  to  a supply  being  obtained  from 
Ilfracombe  if  terms  were  acceptable.  So  far,  however,  aggre- 
ment  has  not  been  reached  betW'een  the  Ilfracombe  Urban 
Council  and  the  Barnstaple  Rural  District  Council  on  this 
matter,  and  West  Down  is  still  without  a proper  water  supply. 
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Di'aniage  and  Sewerage, 

Braunton. 

Extensions  to  the  sewers  to  serve  new  building  sites 
have  taken  place  at  South  View,  where  an  estate  is  being 
'develof)ed. 

The  Brauhton  sewer  outfall  at  Vellator  is  still  as  reported 
last  3^ear,  but  a scheme  to  lay  sewers  from  Saunton  to  the 
Braunton  outfall  and  for  the  Braunton  and  Saunton  Sewage 
to  be  treated  in  tanks  situated  on  the  Marshes  has  been 
authorised  by  the  Council.  Messrs.  Lemon  and  Blizzard,  of 
Plvmouth  are  the  engineers  for  the  scehme.. 


Bishops  Tawton. 

Proposals  for  dealing  with  the  Easter  Street 
diainage  have  been  approved  by  the  Council.  The  question 
of  contributions  towards  the  cost  of  the  proposal  however, 
has  not  yet  been  settled  to  the  satisfaction  of  the  Council, 
but  it  is  hoped  that  an  agreement  between  the  interested 
parties  and  the  Council  will  be  negotiated  eaily  in  the  new 
yediV.  When  this  has  been  done,  the  work  can  be  commenced. 


Brattoji  Fleming. 

The  sewerage  scheme  v/as  completed  during  the  yean, 
and  the  sewers  and  treatment  works  are  functioning 
satisfactorily. 


'Combe  Maftin. 

An  extension  Of  the  sewer  was  carried  out  iii  Buzzacott 
Lane  during  the  year,  and  apart  from  hooding  at  the  sea-side 
during  some  extremely  heavy  storms  in  August,  the  sew^erage 
system  has  functioned  satisfactorily. 

The  flooding  at  sea-side  was  found  due  to  the  inade- 
quate size  of  new  outfall  sewer  to  take  the  very  large  quan- 
tity of  surface  water  which  finds  its  way  into  the  sewer 
during  storms.  The  problem  of  excluding  as  much  surface 
water  as  possible  is  being  tackled,  and  storm  overflows  are 
being  provided  on  the  sewer  to  prevent  a repetition  of 
flooding. 
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Fiemington. 

An  enquiry  into  an  amended  sewerage  scheme  for  Frem- 
ington,  embracing  the  villages  of  Bickington  and  Fremington 
and  a portion  of  Venn,  Instow,  was  made  on  29th  Sept.,  1938, 
at  Fremignton  and  conducted  by  Mr.  Thiselton-Dyer, 
M.I.C.E.,  IMinistiy  of  Health  Inspector. 

The  Scheme,  which  is  estimated  to  cost  £18,990,  is 
badly  needed  and  will  serve  a long  felt  need. 


Knowle  - Braunton. 

The  treatment  works  at  Knowle  are  functioning  well. 


Parracombe. 

Plans  and  details  of  the  Parracombe  Sewerage  scheme 
have  been  completed  and  forwarded  to  the  Ministry,  and  it 
is  hoped  that  an  enquiry  will  be  made  early  in  1939. 


Tawstock. 

The  new  sewer  for  Old  Sticklepath  Hill  and  Jubilee 
Estate  has  been  completed,  and  with  one  exception  on  the 
Jubilee  Estate,  all  septic  tanks  have  been  abolished  and  the 
drainage  systems  connected  to  the  sewer. 

Consideration  has  been  given  to  proposals  for  providing 
a sewerage  system  for  the  Hele  Manor  Estate,  and  the 
Council  has  approved  the  proposal  that  Hele  Manor  Sewers 
should  be  connected  with  the  new  Eremington  scheme. 

Plans  and  details  of  the  scheme  are  being  prepared  and 
will  be  placed  before  the  Ministry  early  in  the  new  year. 


West  Down. 

Plans  and  details  for  the  West  Down  Sewerage  works 
are  prepared.  This  scheme  is  intended  to  replace  the  existing 
unsatisfactory  manner  of  dealing  with  sewage  on  land,  but 
it  will  not  be  advisable  to  proceed  with  the  scheme  until  a 
satisfactory  water  supply  is  provided. 
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PolTatlon  oi  Plvers  and  Streams. 

No  complaints  have  been  received  during  the  year 
under  review. 


Closst  Accommodation. 

Further  progress  is  being  made  with  the  conversion  of 
pail  and  earth  closets  to  the  water  carriage  system,  Inspec- 
tions reveal,  however,  that  there  is  a great  deal  of  work  to 
do  yet,  even  where  sewers  have  been  provided,  and  this 
question  will  receive  close  attention  during  the  ensuing  year. 


Public  Cleansing, 

Public  Scavenging  is  carried  out  by  Contract  in  the 


following  Parishes  : — 

Berrvnarbor  Tins  and  Bottles  only  Twice  Monthly 

Bishops  Tawton 

) } 

Monthly 

Braunton 

j> 

Weekly 

Combe  Martin 

> y 

Twice  Weekly 

Fremington 

) > 

Monthly 

Georgeham 

>> 

Monthly 

Instow 

) y 

Twice  Weekly 

Lankey 

>> 

Bi-Monthly 

Mortehoe 

? y 

June  Ist-Sept.  30th,  Weekly 

Shirwell 

> y 

Remainder  of  year  Fortnightly 

Monthly 

Swimbridge 

y y 

Bi-Monthly 

Parracombe 

>> 

1st  July-3 1st  August- Weekly 

Tawstock  (Sticklepath) 

) y 

June  and  Sept.  - Fortnightly 
Remainder  of  year  - Monthly 

Monthly 

West  Down 

y y 

Monthly 

The  grov/ing  estates  at  Sticklepath  and  Oakland  Park 
make  it  imperative  that  the  Council  should  provide  a 
weekly  collection  of  refuse  on  these  estates  at  the  earliest 
possible  moment. 

There  are  now  117  completed  houses  on  these  estates,  a 
very  large  number  of  which  are  outside  the  present  collection 
area,  and  those  inside  the  area  have  only  a monthly  collect- 
ion of  tins  and  bottles. 

It  is  essential  therefore  that  such  conditions  should  not 
be  allowecTto  exist  longer  than  it  is  absolutely  necessary. 


Scimmarg  ct  S'nspcctLons: 

Number  of  complaints  received  ...  ... 

Nuisances  reported  to’-the  Council  ...  ...  11 

Total  Notices  served  (as  under)  ...  ....  123' 

Notices  under  I\Ieat  Regtilations  ...  ...  5’ 

Notices  under  Milk  and  Dairies  Order,  1926  ...  81 

Notices  under  Public  Healtb  and  Housing  Acts  3T 

Total  number  of  Inspections  and  Re-Visits  4658 

Made  up  as  follows  : — 

Inspections  under  Milk  and  Dairies  Order,  1926  793' 

Visits  re  Infectious  Diseases  ...  ...  115 

i\Ieat  Regulations  (Slaughterhouses,  etc.)  ...  1677 

Number  of  Drains  Tested  ...  ...  290' 

No.  of  Disinfections  of  premises  following 

Infectious' Disease  ...  ...  59' 

Inspection  of  Schools  ...  ....  ....  49‘ 

Inspection  under  Petroleum  Acts  ...  24 

Visits  to  Bakehouses  ...  ...  ...  37 

Visits  to  Offensive  Trades,  Interviews  and 

General  Inspections  ...  ...  231 

Water  Supplies  ...  ....  ...  617 

Housing  and  Public  Health  Acts.  ...  ...  156 

New  Drains  ...  ...  ...  ...  217 

Scavenging  ...  ...  ...  ...  49 

Water  Closets  ...  ...  ...  ...  36 

Sewerage  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  268 

Factories  and  Workshops  ...  ...  ...  40 


Shops  Act.  1934. 

Provision  of  Sanitary  Accommodation  in  several  shops 
has  been  enforced  during  the  3^ear. 


Camping  Sites. 


1.  The  number  of  sites  in 

the  area  used  for  camping 

purposes  during  the  ^/ear 

under 

review  were  78.  These  were 

situated  as  follows  : — 

Arlington 

2 

Atherington 

2 

Berrynarbor 

10 

Bishops  Tawton 

1 

Bittadon 

1 

Braunton 

2 

Brendon 

6 

Combe  Martin  ... 

4 

Countisbur}?^ 

2 

East  Down 

1 

Fremington 

5 

Goodleigh 

1 

Georgeham 

11 

Heanton  Punchardon... 

1 

High  Bra}^ 

1 

Instow 

2 

Kentisbury 

5 

Landkey 

3 

Marwood 

1 

Martinhoe 

3 

Mortehoe 

5 

Parracombe 

2 

Pilton  West 

1 

Shirwell 

1 

Trentishoe 

1 

West  Down 

3 

Westleigh 

1 

2.  The  number  of  camping  sites  in  respect  of  which 
licences  have  been  issued  by  the  Local  Authority  under 
Section  269  of  the  Public  Health  Act,  1936,  were  20.  These 
were  situated  at : — Berrynarbor,  Braunton,  Brendon,  Combe 
Martin.  Fremington,  Heanton  Punchardon,  Mortehoe,  Parra- 
combe,  Shirwell  and  West  Down. 

3.  The  estimated  maximum  number  of  campers  resident 
in  the  area  at  any  one  time  during  the  summer  season  of  the 
year  under  review  was  3,274, 


Smoke  Abatement. 

No  action  has  been  necessary  during  the  year  under 
review. 

Swimming  Pools  and  Baths. 

The  one  swimming  pool  in  this  district  is  situated  on  the 
sea  shore  in  Berrynarbor  Parish  and  is  privately  owned. 
Conditions  are  alwa^^s  satisfactory  since  the  pool  is  covered 
by  every  ttde. 
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Eradication  of  Bed  Bugs. 

Two  cases  have  been  reported  during  the  past  year,  and 
the  necessary  action  to  secure  the  complete  eradication  of  the 
bed  bugs  by  fumigation  was  taken. 

These  cases  occured  in  the  parishes  of  Bratton  Fleming 
and  Combe  Martin.  The  fumigants  used  were  “ Zaldecide  " 
at  Combe  Martin  and  “ Cescones  ” at  Bratton  Fleming. 
Treatment  by  both  these  methods  was  satisfactory^ 

The  work  of  disinfectation  was  carried  out  by  the  Local 
Authority  and  the  occupiers  of  both  premises  were  given 
instructions  on  the  methods  to  adopt  to  prevent  re-infestation. 


Schools. 

The  37  schools  in  the  district  have  been  inspected  from 
time  to  time  during  the  year.  Conditions  have  been  greatly 
improved  in  many,  and  the  sanitary  conveniences  at  Bratton 
Fleming  School  have  been  converted  to  the  water  carriage 
system  and  the  drains  connected  to  the  new  sewer. 

Water  will  be  probably  laid  on  from  the  mains  system 
to  the  Milltown  and  Bratton  Fleming  Schools  during  the 
coming  y^ear. 


Premises  and  Occupations  Controlled  by  Bye-Laws. 

By^e-laws  are  in  operation  for  the  control  of  Offensive 
Trades.  There  are  two  in  this  district,  viz.  : 

1.  The  Tannery  at  Swimbridge. 

2.  Gut  Scraping  premises  at  Pilton  West. 

There  is  no  need  for  regulations  in  this  area  in  respect  of 
underground  sleeping  rooms. 

By’e-laws  are  in  force  relating  to  Tents,  Vans  and  Sheds. 
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HOUSING. 


STATISTICS. 

1.  inspection  of  Dwelling^  Houses  during:  the  year: 

(1) .  a.  Total  number  of  Dwelling  Houses  inspected 

for  housing  defects  (under  the  Public  Health 
or  Housing  Acts)...  ...  ...  ...  ...  97 

b.  Number  of  inspections  made  for  the  purpose  136 

(2) .  a.  Number  of  Dwelling  Houses  (included  under 

Sub-head  (1)  above)  which  were  inspected  and 
recorded  under  the  Housing  (Consolidated) 
Regulations  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  ^ 

b.  Number  of  Inspections  made  for  the  purpose  9 

(3) .  Number  of  Dwelling  Houses  found  to  be  in 

a state  so  dangerous  to  health  as  to  be  unfit  for 
human  habitation  ...  ...  ...  ...  o 

(4) .  N umber  of  Dwelling  Houses  (exclusive  of  those 

referred  to  under  the  preceding  sub-head) 
found  not  to  be  in  all  respects  reasonably  fit  for 
human  habitation  ...  ...  ...  ...  57 


2.  Remedy  of  Defects  during  the  year  without  service 
of  formal  notices  : 

Number  of  defective  Dwelling  Houses  rendered 
fit  in  consequence  of  informal  action  by  the 
Local  Authority  or  their  officers  ...  ...  25 


3.  Action  under  Statutory  Powers  during  the  year: 

A. — Proceedings  under  Sections  9,  10  and  16  of  the 
Housing  Act,  1936  : 

(1)  Number  of  Dwelling  Houses  in  which 

notices  were  served  requiring  repairs  ...  7 

(2)  Number  of  Dwelling  Houses  which  were 
rendered  fit  after  service  of  formal  notices  ; 

(a)  By  owners  (including  those  for  whom 

notices  were  served  previously)  ...  o 

(b)  By  Local  Authority  in  default  of  owners  o 
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B.  — Proceedings  under  Public  Health  Acts  r 

(1)  Number  of  Dwelling  Houses  in  respect  of 

which  notices  were  served  requiring  defects 

to  be  remedied  ..  ...  ...  ...  ...  26 

(2)  Number  of  Dwelling  Houses  in  which  defects 
were  remedied  after  service  of  formal  notices  : 

(a)  By  owners  (pending  afc  December  31st,  3)  21 

(b)  By  Local  Authority  in  default  of  owners  o 

C.  — Proceedings  under  Sections  ii  and  13  of  the 

Housing  Act,  1936  : 

(1)  Number  of  Dwelling  Houses  in  respect  of 

which  Demolition  Orders  were  made  ...  ...  o 

(2)  Number  of  Dwelling  fiouses  Demolished  in 

pursuance  of  Demolition  Orders  ...  ...  o 

D.  — 'Proceedings  under  Section  12  of  the  Housing 

Act,  1936  : 

(1)  Number  of  separate  Tenements  or  Under- 

ground Rooms  in  respect  of  which  Closing 
Orders  were  made  ...  ...  ...  ...  o 

(2)  Number  of  above  in  respect  of  which  Closing 

Orders  were  determined  ...  ...  ...  o 

E.  Mousing  act,  1936,  Part  IV. — Overcrowding:: 

(a)  (i)  Number  of  dwellings  overci owded  at  the  end 

of  the  year  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  4 

(ii)  Number  of  families  dwelling  therein  (one  in 

each  dwelling ) ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  4 

(iii)  Number  of  persons  dwelling  therein  (under 

Housing  Act,  1935  standard  ...  ...  ...  23 

(b)  Number  of  new  cases  of  overcrowding  reported 

during  the  year  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  o 

(c)  (i)  Number  of  cases  of  overcrowding  relieved 

during  the  year  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  12 

(ii)  Number  of  persons  concerned  in  such  cases  ...  73 
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<<ij  Cases  in  which  dwelling  houses  have  again  l^e- 

coine  overcrowded  after  the  Local  Authority 
have  taken  steps  for  the  abatement  of  over- 
crowding ..  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  o 

(e)  Paiticulars  with  respect  to  overcrowding 

conditions  upon  which  the  Medical  Officer 
of  Health  consider  ii  desirable  to  report  ...  o 


inspection  and  Supecvlsion  of  3oo(5. 

During  the  year  255  samples  of  milk  have  been  taken 
and  examined  for  cleanliness  by  the  Count}/  Bacteriologist. 

Of  these  123  passed  and  the  remainder  failed  the  tests. 
The  number  of  “ Passes  is,  as  in  1937,  still  under  50%  and 
gives  no  cause  for  satisfaction. 

Generally,  however,  improvement  is  noted  in  milking 
methods,  although  there  are  still  a very  large  number  of  milk 
producers  who  lack  appreciation  of  the  value  of  clean  milking 
methods,  sterilization  of  milking  utensils  and  of  cool  well 
ventilated  dust  free  dairies. 

The  increase  in  the  number  of  “ Accredited ''  milk 
producers  during  the  3/ear  has  been  disappointing.  Only  two 
have  registered  under  the  “ Accredited  Milk  Scheme,”  making 
the  present  total  of  “ Accredited  ” producers  24.  When  it  is 
realised  that  there  is  IJd.  per  gallon  off  the  Milk  Board’s  levy 
in  respect  of  “ Accredited  ” milk  and  that  the  County 
Council’s  requirements  in  regard  to  cowsheds  and  dairies  in 
order  to  qualify  as  an  “ Accredited”  producer  are  extremel}/ 
reasonable,  it  is  surprising  that  more  advantage  has  not  been 
taken  of  the  scheme  in  a district  in  which  there  are  nearly 
900  producers. 

Improvements  are  still  being  made  in  retail  methods  and 
many  more  retailers  have  taken  steps  to  enclose  and  protect 
taps  on  churns  which  are  carried  at  the  back  of  cars. 

Details  of  Hegistered  Dairies  and  Producers, 

No.  of  Registered  Dairies  and  Cowsheds  ...  897 

No.  of  " Accredited  ” Producers  ...  ...  24 

No.  o4 '' Tuberculin  Tested”  Producers  ...  ] 
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THeaf  and  otPicr  3oods, 


All  Slaughterhouses  in  the  district  have  been  inspected 
regularly,  and  on  the  whole,  the  Orders  and  Regulations  have 
been  found  to  be  observed. 

As  reported  last  year,  pig  killing  on  farms  is  an  accepted 
practice  in  North  Devon,  and  an  enormous  number  of  pigs 
are  slaughtered  annually.  The  inspection  of  these  involve 
this  department  in  a considerable  amount  of  work  and 
travelling.  During  the  past  3^ear  524  pigs  have  been 
inspected  on  farms.  Of  these  there  were  53  carcases  of  which 
some  part  or  organ  was  condemned. 


Wisat  Condemned. 

A total  of  11,845  lbs.  of  meat,  including  12  lbs.  of  pressed 
canned  beef  was  condemned  as  unht  for  human  consumption, 
as  detailed  under  headings  (on  the  next  page),  for  the  year 
ending  31st  December,  1938. 
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CARCASES  INSPECTED  AND  CONDEiVlNED. 


Cattle 
exclud- 
ing Cows 

V 

Cows. 

Calves. 

Sheep 

and 

Lambs, 

Pigs. 

Number  killed  (notified) 

894 

387 

10 

31,580 

3,780 

Number  inspected 

892 

387 

10 

29,280 

3,771 

All  Diseases  except 
Tuberculosis. 

Whole  Carcases  Condemned 

0 

1 

0 

11 

5 

Carcase  of  which  some  part  or 
organ  was  condemned 

54 

60 

0 

933 

124 

Percentage  of  the  number  in- 
spected affected  with  disease 
other  than  tuberculosis 

6-04% 

15-5% 

0 

318% 

3-41% 

Tuberculosis  only. 

Whole  Carcases  Condemned 

2 

1 

0 

0 

4 

Carcases  on  which  some  part  of 
organ  was  condemned 

45 

71 

0 

0 

353 

Percentage  of  the  number  in- 
spected affected  with  tuber- 
culosis •••  •••  •«. 

5-27% 

18-7% 

0 

0 

9'2% 

All  condemned  meat  is  destroyed  at  the  Knackers  Y ard, 
or  by  incineration. 


Premises  where  food  is  prepared  for  sale  have  been 
visited  periodically. 
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FACTORIES,  WORKSHOPS  AND  V/ORKPLACES. 


PREMISES. 

1 

INSPECTIONS. 

NUMBER  OF 

WRITTEN 

NOTICES. 

OCCUPIERS 

PROSECUTED. 

Factories 

19 

Nil 

Nil. 

W^orkshops 

11 

2 

Nil. 

Workplaces 

Nil 

Nil. 

Total 

, 75  ; 

...  1 1 

2 

Nil. 

Defects  found  in  Factories,  Workshops,  and 


Workplaces. 


Found. 

Remedied. 

Other  Action. 

WTnt  of  Cleanliness 

6 

() 

Nil. 

Other  Nuisances 

Nil. 

Nil. 

Nil. 

Other  Offences 

Nil. 

Nil. 

Nil. 

Sanitary  Accommo- 
dation (defective 

Nil. 

Nil. 

Nil. 

Total 

6 

6 

Nil. 
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PREVALENCE  OF  \ND  CONTROL  OVER, 
INFECTIOUS  AND  OTHER  DISEASE. 
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Arlington 

Ashford 

I 

I 

A'herington 

Berry  narbor 

Bishop’s  Ihuvlon 

I 

I 

I 

Hittadon 

Bration  P'lcming 

3 

Braunton 

6 

I 

I 

Biendon 

Cliallacombe 

Combe  Martin 

2 

I 

Countisbury 

East  Down 

Bremington 

I 

I 

Georgcham 

2 

I 

I 

I 

Goodleigh  ... 

Heanton  Piinchardon 
Highbray 

H or  wood 

Instow 

I 

I 

Kentisbury 

Landkey 

2 

I 

Loxhorc 

Marti nhoe  ... 

2 

I 

Mar  wood 

2 

I 

Mortehoe 

Newton  Tracey 

9 

I 

Parracombe 

Pilton  West 

Shirwell 

Stoke  Rivers 
Swimbridge 

2 

2 

I 

Tawstock  ... 
Trentishoe  ... 

West  Down 

I 

I 

I 

Westleigh  ... 

3 

I 
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At  least  two  visits  aie  paid  to  each  notified  case  of  Infect- 
ious Disease,  and  tlie  room  or  rooms  fumigated  at  the 
termination  of  the  illness. 

Disinfectants  are  freely  issued  to  persons  suffering  from 
Infectious  Diseases  and  to  other  deserving  cases. 

Five  premises  have  been  disinfected  in  cases  of  Tuber- 
culosis. 

The  above  table  gives  the  parishes  in  which  Infectious 
Diseases  have  occured. 


I am,  Gentlemen, 

Your  Obedient  Servent, 

S.  P.  SMITH. 
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Building  Surveyor’s  Annual  Report. 


The  Red  House, 

Castle  Street, 

Barnstaple, 

May,  1939. 


To  the  Chairman  and  Members  of  the 

BARNSTAPLE  RURAL  DISTRICT  COUNCIL. 


Gentlemen, 

I beg  to  present  the  following  Report  illustrating  the 
activity  of  the  Building  Surveyor's  Department  during  the 
year  1938. 

Total  number  of  Dwelling  Houses  completed  during  the 
year  was  134, 

These  comprise  of : 

Bungalows  ...  ...  ...  43 

Two  or  more  storied  buildings  91 

The  dwellings  were  built  of  the  following  materials  : 

Brick  or  stone 124 

Wood  and/or  Asbestos  ...  10 

The  majority  of  houses  are  detached  or  semi-detached 
and  a large  percentage  have  been  provided  with  baths. 

Plans  deposited  during  1938  provided  for  : 

Dwelling  Houses  ...  ...  152 

Alterations,  additions  and  other 

Buildings  107 


J^ouses  completed  dai:Lr:ig  tFie 

year 

1968 

Ashford  ... 

• • • 

2 

Atherington 

• • • 

2 

Berrynarbor 

3 

Bishops  Tawton 

4 

Bratton  Fleming  ... 

2 

Braunton 

»•  • • 

23 

Combe  Martin 

12 

Fremington 

48 

Georgeham 

9 

Instow 

3 

Marwood  ... 

2 

Mortehoe 

12 

Swimbridge 

3 

Tawstock 

# • . 

8 

Westleigh 

• • • 

1 

Total  134 


SuBmlssLon  of  Plans. 

It  has  been  noticed  that  in  many  cases  buildings  have 
been  commenced  before  or  without  submission  of  plans. 
Persons  guilty  of  infringing  the  Council’s  bye-laws  in  this 
respect  have  been  warned  of  the  seriousness  of  the  offence, 
and  some  cases  have  been  reported  to  the  Council. 


It  is  hoped  that  should  further  violations  of  the  Council’s 
bye-laws  in  this  respect  take  place,  the  Council  will  take 
immediate  action  to  deal  adequately  with  the  offenders. 


Regional  Planning. 

The  Council  has  had  the  advice  of  the  Regional 
Planning  Officer  on  177  plans  submitted  to  him  during  the 
year. 


More  builders  and  developers  are  becoming  conscious  of 
Regional  Planning,  and  consult  the  Regional  Planning  Officer 
before  submitting  proposals. 


In  an  area  where  building  development  is  greater  than 
anywhere  in  North  Devon,  this  practice  is  most  valuable  and 
should  be  more  widely  adopted  by  builders  and  architects, 
since  it  saves  time  and  cost  in  the  re-submission  of  plans. 


During  the  year  there  was  an  appeal  to  the  Minister  of 
Health  against  a refusal  by  the  Council  to  permit  certain 
development  at  Croyde.  After  a public  enquiry  held  at  the 
Council  Offices,  the  Minister  upheld  the  decision  of  the 
Council. 
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HOUSING  DEPARTMENT. 


'Fhe  particulars  of  the  Council’s  present  Housing  Scheme 
m e aj')[)ended  : — 


Parish. 

1 

Area  to 

Type, 

No. 

Sq.  ft. 

1 

1 

1^'remiugton 

6 

856 

Parlour 

Mortehoe 

4 

856 

Parlour 

Combe  Mai  tin 

12 

856 

Pai  lour 

(jeorgeharn 

6 

774 

Non-Parlour 

Mai  wood  (Prixford) 

2 

774 

Non-Pai  lour 

West  Down 

Swimbridge 

8 

774 

Non-Parlour 

(Cobbaton) 

4 

774 

Non- Parlour 

Tawstock  (Stoneyland) 

2 

774 

Non-Parlour 

vSwimbridge  (Village) 

4 

774 

Non-Parlour 

Braunton 

10 

774 

Non-Parlour 

Bishop’s  Tawton  ...  | 

4 

4 

774 

Non-Parlour 
Coverted  under  the 

H.R.W.A.,  1926. 

Marwood  (klilltown) 

4 

774 

Non-Parlour 

Fremington  ...  ] 

Bickington  ...  j 

6 

774 

Non-Parlour 

Marwood  (Whitehall) 

2 

774 

Non-Parlour 

Biatton  Fleming  ... 

2 

756 

Non-Parlour 

Land  key 

4 

756 

Non-  Parlour 

Instow 

6 

756 

Non -Parlour 

Brendon 

2 

774 

Non-Parlour 

A total  of  92  houses. 


I am,  Gentlemen, 

Your  obedient  Servant, 

S.  P.  SMITH, 

Building  Surveyor. 
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